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UELAC-NB President John Watson and Mayor Don Darling cut the Saint John birthday cake. See pages 4-7 for more.
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President’s Report

I

Atlantic Regional Meeting

By John Watson UE

May 4 & 5, Mount Allison University

t’s with regret that after the publishing of this fall
newsletter, our very competent Newsletter /Publicity
Chairman Peter Conley will no longer be able to
continue his work with the branch due to personal
commitments. He will be sorely missed and we all wish
him well with his future endeavors.
Peter was our youngest branch member and his
leaving highlights the branch’s most pressing problem:
“Our Future”. Here are some facts to ponder: our total
membership is (105) and trending down, of this number
(46) are local (meaning within New Brunswick), not
all able to contribute or attend branch functions. The
average member age has increased from 69 to 74 years.
In short, we are aging. Numbers are dropping and
recruiting new members, let alone younger folk, is now
near impossible or at the very least the most challenging
issue facing the branch.
We’ve been operating for years with a small core
group that has been tending to business and keeping the
branch alive in its present state, however the “tell-tale”
indicators noted above are signaling the branch’s future
which doesn’t look good …
The past (2) executive meetings we’ve talked at some
length on the problem; however, we have not reached any
conclusion or resolve that may solve our problem. There
are options and all should be carefully considered.
An old quote I’ve often considered is this: “If you
always do what you’ve always done, you’ll only get
what you’ve always got”. The time has come for our
branch to consider some major changes and make some
difficult decisions regarding the future of the branch,
we can’t wait any longer folks, because we will soon see
other core members leave, heralding the demise of the
branch. In fact it’s my belief we are now at the “tipping
point”.
What’s your pleasure?

Please set this time aside to attend the first Atlantic
Regional Meeting in almost ten years. We have
booked accommodation at Mount Allison University
in Sackville for $ 48.50 plus tax per day. We can also
purchase all our meals there: Saturday Lunch and
Dinner, and Sunday Breakfast and Lunch
You may drive to Sackville on Saturday morning
and leave on Sunday before or after lunch.
The program is not settled. We are looking for ideas
from you, our members, for ideas on how to grow
and strengthen our organization. Please pass your
ideas onto Jim McKenzie, Atlantic Vice President at
mckenziejim@hotmail.com or call 832-5334.
If any Branch member feels they can’t afford to
attend the NB Branch pay the $ 48.50 plus tax.
Saturday evening will be a great time to visit with
members from other branches.

The Father of Saint John:
An Illustrated Presentation
on Major Ward

October 17th, 7:00 PM,
Saint John Free Public Library, Market Square,
Saint John NB
The NB Branch invites our members and the
interested public to an illustrated presentation by
local historian Harold Wright on “The Father of
Saint John”, Major Ward, who played a pivotal role
in the formation of Saint John.
Harold Wright is a Saint John historian with over
40 years writing books and hundreds of report and
articles at the local, national, and international levels
about Saint John’s heritage.
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Unwelcome Changes at Kings
Landing Historical Settlement

T

and commerce, even our architecture, through to their
optimistic work ethic, perseverance, understanding,
and spirit of inclusiveness, tolerance, cooperation,
and acceptance. It is imperative that New Brunswick
take pride in this and indeed celebrate the wonderful
Loyalist heritage from which we all benefit.
We are therefore greatly concerned that the excellent
portrayal of the Loyalists’ hopes and dreams, trials and
hard work is being eroded and diluted by the replacement
of their “living history”. Story boards and other written
or pictorial information can be read online or in books
and are no substitute for the authentic experience of
actually being there. Pictures can’t substitute for real
people immersed in the actual activities. We can assure
you that the current and proposed changes do not and
will not meet visitor expectations, nor do they enhance
the visitor experience. This course, if followed, will
result in visitor disappointment over what is promised
and what is delivered, poor reviews, and decreased
attendance, i.e. revenue. We are further concerned by
the incongruity of suppressing the Loyalist impact in
the formation of our province and in this 19th century
village, while rightfully celebrating the distinct and
unique Acadian cultural contributions portrayed by
the Acadia Historical Village in Caraquet. We would
urge you to reconsider the often-voiced positive visitor
feedback in the past, which only a living museum can
deliver.
Having met to discuss the Kings Landing recent
changes among our executive, we speak for the 105
members of the New Brunswick Branch of the United
Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada, as well as
for the 28 Branches across Canada with some 2,300
members worldwide. We strongly reject the recently
imposed changes which aim to replace the period
costumed interpreters actually doing the tasks of 19th
century Loyalists’ descendant famers and villagers,
with storyboards and uniformed guides. We strongly
support the return of Kings Landing to its original
mandate and vision as a truly immersive Living
History Museum, portraying the Loyalist founders of
the province and their descendants’ way of life in 19th
century New Brunswick, through the presence and
activities of period costumed people actually doing the
things people come to see and experience.

By Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel

he following letter was sent to Kevin Cornier,
Executive Director of Kings Landing, Al Walker,
Board Chair, and John Ames, Minister of Tourism,
Heritage, and Culture, upon request from Joan Brewer,
on behalf of Friends of History Preservation at Kings
Landing Historical Settlement, on Aug 30, 2018. It
addresses the direction of recent changes at this
Living History Museum away from period costumed
interpreters, immersed in the day-to-day life of our
Loyalist ancestors, and moving toward replacing them
with story boards and uniformed guides. Of great
concern was the shift away from the Loyalist influence
and contributions altogether, to Kings Landing merely
reflect life in 19th century NB as a whole. This historical
village is comprised of the relocated homes and
possessions of Loyalists and their descendants from the
area of NB where the Mactaquac head pond now is.
Dear Sirs:
As frequent visitors to and occasional speakers at
Kings Landing Historical Settlement over several
decades, we have a deep appreciation for the fully
immersive experience into the life and times of our
province’s Loyalist founding families, which it has
always offered. Living History Museums, such as
Kings Landing has been in the past, play an extremely
important role in visitors’ understanding of their roots
and how we have arrived at where we are today, not to
mention providing that very interesting “time travel”like experience, which makes the people and times real.
History is literally brought to life before their eyes, as
they step back in time to engage with period costumed
interpreters baking bread, spinning wool, plowing
fields, harvesting crops, running an auction, store,
school, or church, sawing wood, milling grain, printing
newspapers, driving a wagon, and so much more that
we’ve had the pleasure to experience here over the
years. Kings Landing has truly been a living legacy of
and fitting tribute to the United Empire Loyalists, the
largest and most influential group of people to ever
settle in New Brunswick.
As we all know, the Loyalists’ crucial contributions
shaped the society that we enjoy in this province today,
from our educational and political systems, industry

Sincerely,
Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel, UE, B.Sc.C.S., M.Sc. (C.S.)
Corresponding Secretary for the UELAC (NB Branch)
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Loyalist Day 2018

I

Loyalist Day Morning Ceremonies

Shepherd, MP Wayne Long, Mayor Don Darling, and
Deputy Mayor Shirley McAlary, along with a small
audience, many being supporters of the Band, and only
2 UELAC (NB) members in the audience. We can’t be
surprised at the public’s lack of interest in Loyalist Day
when our own members no longer support it.
Clearly the celebration of Loyalist Day must be
rejuvenated with fresh ideas and new directions for
future years. It is hoped that DeLancey’s Brigade and/
or the City, in celebration of Saint John’s May 18, 1785
birthday, will take over this initiative. Any thoughts
or help from members or friends of our Branch will be
gratefully accepted, as the “old guard” steps aside now,
making room for the new. Your ideas can be submitted
to John Watson (sjwatson@nbnet.nb.ca or 657-3760).

t was another sunny, cool day on May 18 for the
UELAC (NB) morning ceremonies in Market Square
atrium, celebrating the 235th anniversary of the
Loyalist Landings in Saint John at that very spot in 1783.
St. Mary’s Band was the highlight of the event and really
made the day, since our numbers were definitely down
this year.
No school children attended this year, since our
primary contact, a retiring teacher from Glen Falls School
who usually brings them wasn’t working that day.
Work commitments and illness reduced the DeLancey’s
Brigade Reenactors to one representative. There were
representatives from all three levels of government –
the Premier of NB, MLAs Trevor Holder and Dorothy
4
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Reflections and pictures from
the day’s events and ceremonies

Opposit page:
Don Flewelling, Steve
Fowler, Ruth Lesbirel,
John Watson.
Above:
Raising the Queen
Anne Flag at City Hall.
Below L-R:
MC David Laskey;
Premier Brian Gallant
(MLAs Dorothy
Shepherd, Trevor
Holder seated);
Mayor Don Darling
with the Queen Anne
Flag at City Hall.

5
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Above: Dinner Guests at Union Club. Below, L-R: President John Watson; Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel with Kathryn Bradshaw; Jim McKenzie; Deputy Mayor
Shirley McAlary.
Opposite page, from top: Processing into Trinity Church; Deborah Coleman; Attendees to the Loyalist Church Service

T

Loyalist Day Dinner

John. This number was down from our usual fifty-five
to seventy dinner guests. We enjoyed a very nice meal of
maple glazed salmon or Virginia ham, and afterwards had
an informative presentation on Genetic Genealogy by Dr.
Joanna Everitt, Dean of the Faculty of Arts at UNBSJ.

hirty-five dinner tickets were sold to UELAC (NB)
members, their friends, and politicians for this
year’s Loyalist Day dinner at the Union Club, Saint

6
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Loyalist Church Service

ay 13, 2018 dawned sunny and unusually chilly as
members of the UELAC (NB Branch) gathered at
the historic Trinity Church, Germain Street, Saint
John. It was a beautiful service of remembrance, led by the
Rev. Steven G. Scribner, with music by the Trinity Church
Choir, led by Spencer H. Belyea at the majestic organ.
Our own Past President Deborah Coleman presented a
stirring message of the Loyalist story, from their hardships
in America to their arrival in Saint John and struggles in
their new homeland. She told of the origins of Old Trinity
Church, Saint John, which was later destroyed by fire and
how the Loyalist ideals and perseverance built the present
beautiful building and continues on their descendants
today.
Our UEL contingent followed the Queen Anne flag, carried
by Don Flewelling, UE, during the opening and closing
hymns. Don also read the First Lesson from the Acts of the
Apostles, followed by Carolyn Johnson reading the Psalm,
and Rev. Ron Curtis reading the Epistle.
After the service, the seven Branch members in attendance
joined the congregation for refreshments in the Bennett
Room. It was a wonderful time of fellowship with our
UEL members joining the parishioners of this beautiful
old church in our annual celebration of the Loyalists’ 1783
arrival in NB.
7
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“Your Petitioner further states that he has been informed that lot number three in the Grand Lake originally granted to Jacob Tell is now vacant. He therefore
most Humbly requests that a grant of the above lot which contains two hundred acres may be given to him.”

Jacob Till – Was He a Loyalist?

south to capture Philadelphia. Surrounded, Burgoyne
fought two small battles near Saratoga to break out.
Trapped by superior American forces, with no relief in
sight, Burgoyne surrendered his entire army of 6,200
men on 17 October 1777.”
A little more research revealed that Burgoyne’s forces
consisted of British regulars, Canadian irregulars, some
First Nations warriors and German regulars – so-called
Hessians. This quickly led to the realisation that Jacob
Till probably wouldn’t qualify as a Loyalist. That said,
he’s still an ancestor and I needed to find out more.
Library and Archives Canada has British Military and
Naval Records (RG 8, C Series) from the Revolutionary
era. A thorough search revealed no mention of Jacob
using any of the variant spellings of his surname,
leaving me satisfied that he wasn’t a British regular.
Unfortunately, LAC does not have any records about
the German regulars.
I then asked the late Terry Punch for some hints on
how to proceed. He recommended a multi-volume
series known as Hessische Truppen im Amerikanischen
Unabhängigkeitskrieg,
more
compactly
called
HETRINA. (The title translates to Hessian Troops in the
American Revolutionary War.) Regretfully, the closest
copy seemed to be in the Toronto Reference Library and
my infrequent trips to that city never allowed me time
to do any research.
Then, a few weeks ago I did a new Google search for
HETRINA and discovered the Hessian Information
System on Regional History (the German acronym is
LAGIS), which contains a full index of the names in

By David Laskey

A

few years ago I was putting the finishing touches
on a UE certificate application in respect of one
of my ancestors, Jacob Till, but decided to nail
down one last bit of evidence before submitting. I was
actually feeling quite pleased with myself – nobody had
proven descent from Jacob Till and I figured I would be
adding to our collective knowledge of Loyalist history
and genealogy.
Jacob had been listed in a number of the texts upon
which we rely, including E.C. Wright’s The Loyalists
of New Brunswick. Often that’s all one needs to prove
Loyalist descent. I also had a land petition, submitted
by Jacob’s son, William, that provided some additional
information. Here are the relevant bits of the petition
(above and next page, top right).
The point that aroused my last-minute curiosity was
the mention of General Burgoyne. I figured it might
be helpful to know a bit more about Burgoyne and
his role in the Revolution. Wikipedia tells us “John
Burgoyne is best known for his role in the American
Revolutionary War. He designed an invasion scheme
and was appointed to command a force moving south
from Canada to split away New England and end the
rebellion. Burgoyne advanced from Canada but his
slow movement allowed the Americans to concentrate
their forces. Instead of coming to his aid according to the
overall plan, the British Army in New York City moved
8
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HETRINA. A quick search for Jacob
Till or Tell gave me 14 instances
of DOELL / DELL, Jakob (bottom
right).
Importantly, the dates all seemed
to line up. I found the evidence
to be compelling and was fairly
certain that I had found my
ancestor. Based on this evidence
I have tentatively concluded that
Jakob Doell / Dell was from BurgGräfenrode and was about 32 years
old when he enlisted in the HesseHanau Regiment of the Crown
Prince.
Burg-Gräfenrode is one of the
seven districts of the city of Karben
in Hesse. It is located on the
northern edge of the Rhine-Main
area, about 18 kilometers northeast
of Frankfurt am Main. In 2006
Burg-Gräfenrode had about 1400
inhabitants.
“The before mentioned Jacob Tell, to whom the lot in question was originally granted, was the father of your
Hesse-Hanau troops served as Petitioner, and served during the American Revolutionary War under the command of General Burgoyne,
auxiliaries to the British Army and was severely wounded and taken prisoner with that officer. That he came to this Province with the
during the American Revolutionary Loyalists at the evacuation of New York, that the above lot was afterwards granted to him upon which he
War. One regiment of foot, one lived a short time, and in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety four died in this Province.”
artillery company, one ranger
corps, and one light infantry corps
served in British America. A total of
2,422 soldiers were sent, and 1,441
returned, the remainder either not
surviving or choosing to remain in
America.
There is no indication that Jakob
Dell was married at the time of
his enlistment and no record of a
spouse in HETRINA. My working
theory is that Jakob married after
his arrival in New Brunswick
although I’m also looking for
marriage records in New York.
The probability that I’ll make
another trip to Germany is quite
low so my way forward is clear – I’ll
need to hire a German genealogist
to look for Jakob Dell’s family.
Before doing that I’ll try to tie up
some loose ends. Finding a record
struck by the importance of following even the smallest
of the marriage would be really helpful, especially if it
of clues and of perseverance. Time and again I’ve been
happened in New York.
rewarded by circling back and approaching a problem
As I think about the penetration of this brick wall I’m
from a different direction.
9
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UEL Dominion Conference 2018

E

and Angela Johnson hosted a Genealogy Q & A session.
On Friday afternoon we had the choice of visiting a
working farm with modern equipment used to maintain
thousands of acres of farmland or visit a Large Museum
the highlights that changes that have taken place of
travel and transport with planes, trains and automobiles
we next visited a Burrowing Owl Interpretive Centre
which provides these rare owls with a safe place to stay
and expand.
Friday evening we gathered for a “Prairie Feast” in
the hotel where the Conference took place. This is the
hotel where the CBC radio commentator Peter Gzowski
started his career and a number of the articles he used
were on display.
Saturday morning we held our Annual General
Meeting followed by a Directors Meeting. Saturday
Evening we held our Gala Banquet where all those in
Loyalist garb were piped into the dining room. Guest
Speakers were past president Peter Johnson and his
wife Angela followed by entertainment “Desperate for
Haggis”.
On Sunday the Conference closed with a Loyalist
Church Service that took place at St. Andrews United
Church.
The Conference next year takes place in Ottawa.

By Jim McKenzie

ach member of a UEL branch has the opportunity
to attend our Annual Conference and Annual
General Meeting which takes place in a different
location each year. The Conference this year was held in
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan June 7 – 10th.
We had seven attendees from the Atlantic Branches,
three from our branch. Dale Carle of Fredericton was
attending for the very first time. I expect you will
meet him at one of our activities. One of our branch
members from USA, Pamela Reid has attended a
number of Conferences. We registered and picked up
our Conference Package on Thursday afternoon. In the
evening they had a Welcoming Event and we went by
bus to Wing 15, the Royal Canadian Air Force Base for
the Snow Birds. We had an opportunity to get into the
cockpit of a couple of planes that they currently fly. We
then were taken to their Officer’s Mess where we had
something to eat and drink prior to being returned to
our Hotel.
On Friday morning we had a senior retired Mountie tell
us the history of the North West Mounted Police prior to
them becoming the current RCMP. Following this Peter
10
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Miniature Creations

T

By Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel

he folding chair is inspired by the
one in the nursery in the Loyalist
House (Saint John NB).
The 1:24 scale Happy Homecoming scene
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the
end of Great War. Ruth made the bed (just
3.5” long in this scale) with its bed linens
and the dining table, the flag, cake, plates,
knife, and napkins are all homemade.
Everything else is purchased. The posters
on the wall are WWI copies from the BBC
and the kit bag in front of the dog is just
paper (“pack up you troubles in your old
kit bag and smile, smile, smile” – as go the
lyrics of a popular WWI song!).
11

