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ver
50 Branch
and friends ������
gathered
at the historic Union Club on Monday, Dec. 5,
2016 for an early afternoon luncheon. Festive
carols filled the air as Don Flewelling U.E. played the
piano and Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel U.E. played the
violin, while guests sipped warm apple cider and
caught up with each other’s latest activities and plans
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for the Christmas season.
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A dinner of Ginger Squash Soup, Turkey with creamed
���������������������
����� ����������"�����
mashed
potatoes, root vegetables,
dressing and gravy,
%����������'��������������%����#��������$��'�
raspberry
trifle, and tea or coffee was enjoyed by the
guests. Then additional traditional carols were sung by
all, with brief stories of their origins being told before
3each one. The programme concluded with the reading
of the Christmas Story, which our Loyalist ancestors
knew so well, from Luke 2: 1 - 20.
After the programme, cheque for $2000 was presented
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to the Beaver Harbour Quaker group to help in the
building of a replica Meeting House. The cheque
represented $1,000 in a Dominion Grant and $1,000 from
our Branch. The Meeting House is to be completed in the
spring. The original one was built by the Quakers, who
arrived in the Beaver Harbour area with the Loyalists.
Our Branch has held two meetings at Beaver Harbour in
2015 and 2016, and will no doubt hold another meeting
there when the Meeting House is completed.
A display of over 50 replica Loyalist House furniture
pieces in 1:12 scale was set up in room-by-room fashion,
with the kitchen fireplace and a typical Victorian
Christmas tree aglow with battery lights. These 50+
furniture pieces were handmade beginning in 2009 by
Ruth Flewelling Lesbirel, U.E.
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The Ship on the New Brunswick Flag

one were to look at the Great Seal of New Brunswick,
one can immediately see that the evacuation ships of
By Stephen Davidson
1783 are the true source of inspiration for the galley
ship on the provincial coat of arms.
ith Canada’s 150th birthday approaching, it’s
The Great Seal of New Brunswick shows an 18th
a good time to remind New Brunswickers
century
ship sailing in a narrow passage bordered by
of their province’s role in the founding of
small homes and forests. Remember, this design was
our country and the symbols that we use to illustrate
created at the founding of the province in 1784. New
our heritage. A good starting point is the province’s
Brunswickers were happy to have completed building
distinctive flag, based on New Brunswick’s coat of
their log cabins at this point in time -- it would be
arms. In every website and reference book that one can
awhile before they would be renowned for building
consult, the assertion is made that the ship sailing on
globe-straddling sailing ships.
the bright blue waters is a recognition of the province’s
The only explanation that makes
shipbuilding industry.
sense
for the design of the great seal
While New Brunswick’s heritage of
is the origin story for New Brunswick
ship-building during the age of sail is
-- a colony founded by refugees who
certainly something worth celebrating,
sailed into the mouth of the St. John
this interpretation of the design of
River. The narrow band of waves at the
the province’s flag and coat of arms
base of the provincial flag represents
is false. The sailing vessel actually
the St. John River, not the Atlantic
represents a refugee evacuation ship
Ocean. The ship is a reminder of 18th
making its entrance into the narrows
century ships seeking sanctuary, not
of Saint John’s harbour in 1783.
19th century tall ships built in New
The government of New Brunswick
Brunswick.
website states that the ship and water
One example of the Great Seal of
design is based on the Great Seal of
New Brunswick can be seen on the final
New Brunswick. This seal was created
page of the charter that incorporated
in 1784 when the northwestern portion
the city of Saint John in 1785. (The seal
of Nova Scotia became the newest
was also used to notarize land grants
colony in British North America.
in the early years of settlement.) The
During the previous year, over
similarities between the seal and the
14,000 refugees from the American
modern flag are too great to ignore. It
Revolution flooded into the territory
is more than coincidence. Given that
in hundreds of evacuation ships. They
New Brunswick’s own government
sailed out of New York City between
website maintains that the coat of
April and October of 1783 in British
Photo
taken
from
Canada’s
First
City:
arms design was based on the 1784
naval vessels (and hired Americanprovincial seal, the true significance of
owned ships), heading north to Saint John, 1962.
the ship-and-river image cannot be disputed.
sanctuary in Nova Scotia. Within a year, these displaced
Having experienced a year when New Brunswickers
Americans formed New Brunswick, the first colony
welcomed refugees from overseas (as they have
comprised of political refugees in the British Empire.
welcomed refugees of famine and war over the
When New Brunswick became a founding province for
centuries), it is important to recognize that the very
the Dominion of Canada in 1867, it was joined by the
symbols of the province (from the ship on the flag
second colony founded by refugees -- Ontario (Upper
to the ship in the government’s logo) celebrate New
Canada). But only the coat of arms and the provincial
Brunswick’s heritage of providing sanctuary since
flag of New Brunswick reflect the refugee heritage of
1783.
Canada.
Naturally, the ship shown on New Brunswick’s flag
Note: See http://www.gnb.ca/legis/publications/tradition/
does not look like an evacuation ship of 1783 -- and
legtrad10-e.asp where it states: “The design was based in
certainly does not resemble the tall ships from our
part on the first Great Seal of New Brunswick which featured
19th century ship building heritage. (The galley is the
a sailing ship on water.”
conventional heraldic representation of a ship.) But if
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Photo by Steve Owens.

The Tombstones of Kings County

A

These are the first headstones heading up the river.

By Peter Conley

Hampton
On the north side of Darling’s Island, is the town of
Hampton. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, a Loyalist church
that served both Hampton and the neighbouring
parish of Upham, holds the remains of many Loyalists.
One of them, James Crawford, died February 21, 1842.
Elliott showed a photo of his headstone, featuring an
engraved urn, which Elliott explained was a common
symbol for headstones in the era.
Azor Hoyt (1770-1842), known by many for his diary
detailing events between 1810 and 1842, is also buried
there. Elliott noted that Hoyt’s last name is suffixed
with “Esquire,” which while indicative of a lawyer in
the United States, generally referred to a significant
landowner in the British colonies of the 1800s.
Next was a stone honoring Isaac Ketchum and his
wife. Oddly, this stone has no dates, but states that it

t our October gathering, guest speaker John
Elliott presented us with some of his escapades
as a gravestone transcriber in Kings County. He
focused his talk on Loyalist burial sites and headstones
on the Kennebecasis River Valley, beginning at the
bottom, just north of Saint John, and heading all the
way up to Sussex. Below are some of the graveyards
and Loyalist graves he has discovered in his research.

Quispamsis
The first Loyalist burials on the Kennebecasis can
be found in the Gondola Point neighbourhood of
Quispamsis, at the Rothesay Baptist Cemetery. Located
there are two Loyalist markers: Joshua Kierstead
(1756-1846) and a second one (1755-1845), which Elliott
believes belongs to his wife, but is badly damaged.
5
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Photos by Steve Owens and Steve Lesbirel.

was set up by their son, which indicates that is was a
post-burial memorial. Elliott noted that such memorials
were not always installed at the actual location of a
burial, but it may very well be their gravesite.
Abigail Dixon, who died in 1843, was just a small
child when she arrived as a Loyalist. Rachel Northrup’s
stone mentions two husbands: James Fowler who died
in 1802, and Benejah Northrup, who passed in 1814.
The wife of Dr. Nathan Smith, a physician from Rhode
Island, passed away in 1784. Also shown were stones
for Isaiah Smith, Thomas Palmer, Salyer Morrell,
Captain John Ford of New Jersey, Jabez Upham and
his wife Bethiah, John DeMille, and Jane Fowler, the
2nd wife of Gabriel Fowler.

Norton
The St. Stephen Roman Catholic Cemetery was
founded on land donated by John Lannen, who left
the task of constructing the church to his Protestant
brother-in-law. According to Elliott, Lannen’s brotherin-law took his time with the project, which was likely
not too exciting for a Protestant.
RiverBank
The Riverbank Cemetery contains the tombstone
of one proven Loyalist, Hugh Campbell, who died
in 1835. On his stone is engraved a Scotch Thistle,
indicative of his origins, having immigrated to the
United States from Scotland in 1779, before heading
north as a Loyalist.

Bloomfield
The Old Central Norton Baptist Cemetery holds the
remains of Elder James Innis (died June 17, 1817), and
his wife Elizabeth (died 1828).
At the Big Rock Cemetery reside several members of
the Baxter family. Captain Simon Baxter and his wife
Prudence, both passing in 1804; their son Elijah and his
wife Mary; and their daughter Abigail, wife of John
Lannen.
Christ Church Anglican has one identifiable Loyalist
stone, that of David Brown Wetmore. His is a tabletype tombstone, which is quite rare in Kings County.
Wetmore was Justice of the Common Please, a native
of New York.

Apohaqui
The Church of the Ascencion, an Anglican Medleystyle church contains at least one Loyalist stone,
belonging to Robert Sharp of New Jersey (1764-1852).
Berwick
The Folkins-Fenwick Cemetery, known in the past as
the Old Berwick Cemetery, contains a monument with
the names of those buried on the grounds, including
many Loyalists like Isaac and Mary Parlee, and Joseph
and Anna Folkins, the latter of which were likely lateLoyalists.
6
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Penobsquis
The Anderson Cemetery is oddly located in the
middle of a horse pasture that has been use for several
generations. All that remains of Loyalist headstones
at this site is the stone of Lydia Dunfield (17601856), though the stone has since been removed to
Cardwell Cemetery.
The Old Portage Cemetery is reported to have
once had many Loyalist headstones there, but only
one survives, that of Captain Isaac Ketchum and his
wife Mary (died 1827).

Sussex Corner
Trinity Anglican Cemetery contains numerous
Loyalists. John Berges, who is believed to be the oldest
burial on the grounds, unfortunately has no stone.
Many others left their mark though.
Reverend John Martin (a medical doctor from North
Carolina) and his family are buried there. Martin’s stone
is engraved “Happy in ruin, undivorced in death,” a
memorial that could testify to the experiences of many
Loyalists.
The Reverend Oliver Arnold, the first rector of Sussex
Parish who held the job for 43 years, was a native of
Connecticut. His wife Charlotte (died 1831) is also
buried there.
Captain John Cougle of the 1st Battalion, New Jersey
Volunteers, is buried there with his wife Susanna, as is
comrade in the NJV, Captain John Barberie, Esq.
Major Richard Witham Stockton’s stone features
masonic engravings of a set of tools. Stockton was the
first cousin of another Richard Stockton who signed
the Declaration of Independence.
The Honorable George Leonard and his wife were
provided a lie-down flat stone. Leonard is considered
the found of Sussex, and hailed from Massachusetts
before the war.
Captain Samuel Fairweather, Ebenezer Spicer (died
1813), Robert Vail, Peter & Magdelen Snider (with a
weeping willow).

Interesting Facts
Graves traditionally faced East. Sometimes you
will find one facing west, but this is rare.
Many early Loyalist graves were given no stones
at all.
Sandstone was often used for headstones in New
Brunswick’s early burials. Those white marble
slabs we have all seen were used later on between
the 1820s and 1890s, but mostly in the mid-1800s.
There are instances of both marble and sandstone
headstones either suffering from wear-and-tear,
or conversely, surviving in fine shape. That said,
Elliott pointed out that sandstone generally has a
softer composition and is more likely wear down
over time.
7
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The Midwife

P

by the clergy and elders of the church!
Most midwives kept an almanac, listing each birth
she attended, with the date, name of the mother and
the sex of the child.
Babies were also born to unwed mothers and were
recorded as such. However, in these cases the first name
of the mother was not recorded but merely entered for
example, Miss White, a daughter, etc.
Twins were common and often ran in families.
Imagine the impact of not one but two babies, in a
house without electricity or running water. Sympathize
for a moment with the poor mother who has to find
the time and the energy to breastfeed two babies while
washing, cooking, spinning, etc., for a husband and
usually several other young children.
Not all births were live ones, yet most of the babies
survived. If a child was stillborn, its sex was not
Continued on page 10.

By Deborah Coleman

regnancy and childbirth in the nineteenth
century were not what they are today. There was
no prenatal care and no sterile delivery room.
Babies were born at home, the birth being assisted by a
neighbouring woman, called a midwife.
Most midwives were matrons, with children old
enough to run the household. Many midwives stayed
in the home until the new mother was on her feet again,
taking care of the mother, new baby and the family,
up to a fortnight. A few shillings would be paid to the
midwife if the family could afford it.
There was no birth control. According to the tenets of
most churches it was a wife’s duty to have intercourse
with her husband upon his demand. To deny him, a
wife could be beaten by her husband and then chastised
8
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Loyalist Miniatures

O

By Ruth Lesbirel

ld-fashioned Snowshoes, as seen
in the back hall at Loyalist House,
made from steamed and bent wood,
with leather bindings and wire buckles
(inset, right).
One of a pair of fainting couches, the
working Aberdeen tall case clock, Lemuel
Gilbert piano-organ, and a rushed seat
brass inlaid dining chair (above).
The working tall case clock from the
Loyalist House foyer, the bookcase secretary
used in the dining room, and the wing chair
from the ladies’ parlour (right).
The Lawrence sofa from the gentlemen’s
parlour (inset, left).
9
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Continued from The Midwife, page 8.
recorded, only that the mother had been delivered
of a stillborn child. Often the stillborn children were
not named, but inscribed on the tombstone would be
infant Brown for example.
Babies were more apt to die at a few months of age.
All too often they fell prey to one of the diseases so
common at the time. Grave yards with several small
stones for a family are silent evidence of the epidemics
and hardships of the time.
Midwives usually had a saddle horse in the barn to
enable her to reach the labouring woman in record time.
Bears and other wild animals were often spotted in the
woods. The midwives were generally summoned by
the father-to-be who would escort them along a path
through the woods. When the snow was deep you
wore snow shoes.
Most colonial houses had a small bedroom off the
kitchen. This room was used for the ill or informed or
as a delivery room.
It would contain a bed, dresser and a wash stand
with pitchers and basins and a cradle.
The midwife kept the mother as calm as possible.
Often bringing with her special herbal medicines and
greasy ointments. Cool compresses were applied to
the forehead. While the soothing voice of the midwife
assured the mother that all is well.
If the baby was breech the skillful well greased hands
of the midwife turned the baby, if at all possible.
Following the delivery, the umbilical cord had to be
tied in two places and then cut between the ties. Any
membrane had to be immediately removed from the
babies’ nose and mouth. The babies were turned upside
down and slapped on the bottom, so they would cry
and rid themselves of any mucous in the lungs.
The sex of the child would be determined and all
ten toes and fingers counted before being bathed and
diapered.
If a child was born in a caul it was thought to be
special and would grow up to have second sight and
healing powers.
The midwife was one of the most respected women
in the community. Always ready to respond to the call
of duty, often facing the most inclement weather, at
all hours and braved dangers that would have tried
the courage of strong men. The midwife did all that
lay in her power to relieve the suffering of others.
Her Christian life was truly unselfish, devoted to the
welfare of others. The hand that rocks the cradle truly
is the hand that rules the world.

Kings Landing
Canada 150 Celebration

H

istoric Kings Landing have invited
our branch to help celebrate Canada’s
150th Birthday, July 1, 2017. Arrival
time is 11AM. We will gather at the Welcome
Center. President Deborah Coleman will be
speaking on the Loyalists, particularly the
vast roles of the Loyalist Women, during and
following the Revolutionary War, followed by
questions and answers.
Transportation will be provided and lunch
will be offered at the King’s Head Tavern.
Lunch will be your choice of salmon chowder
and cobb salad or turkey pot pie served warm
ginger bread with whipped cream. Baskets
of warm brown bread with tea or coffee will
be served. Cost including tip and gratuity is
$21.80, with an entrance fee of $13.54, for a total
of $35.35.
Visit the Thomas Jones home and find our
displays and story boards in the kitchen and
mothers room. Enjoy the rest of the quaint
village before we depart for home.
For more information contact Deborah Coleman at
634-7783 or James McKenzie at 832-5334.

United Empire Loyalists
New Brunswick Branch Executive
President: Deborah Coleman
Vice-President: Ron Curtis
Treasurer: Jim McKenzie
Membership Chair: Dave Laskey
Genealogist: John MacKay
Secretary: Ruth Lesbirel
Publicity Chair: Peter Conley
Sales Chair: Barb Kelly
Social Director: Carolyn Johnson
Cemetery Project Chair: Dave Laskey
Newsletter Chair: Peter Conley
Corresponding Secretary: Ruth Lesbirel
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Canada 150: Celebrating our
Loyalist Ancestry in Song

There are a number of poems and songs attributed to
the loyalist sentiment prior to their move to the north.
However, there seems to be a lack of any that describe
how they felt about and experienced their new land.
As an initial suggestion, and for members’ and
readers’ comments and further suggestions, here is a
draft series of verses that may fill this gap. Its meter is
associated with “On Top Of Old Smokey”. Apparently
one Google reference to Old Smokey states that the
origin was actually England.

By Lew Trecartin

I

f you open the Heritage Canada site that speaks of
Canada’s Founding Peoples, nowhere is there any
reference to the influence of the Loyalists. In the
2017 celebrations, there should be at least some token
recognition of this contribution, as well as how the
Loyalists may be an early example of Canada’s current
policy in the welcoming of Refugees.

A New Home

Remembrances

We’re pleased with the prospect,
New neighbours, have we,
A community spirit,
No longer just “ME”.

Elizabeth
“Eleanor”
Allen

Old friends had objected,
To Monarchy’s rules,
But republican masters,
Made the rebels their tools.

September 12, 1927~
October 39, 2016
Courtesy of York
Funeral Home

Said the King was ignoring,
The views we put forth.
But the wealthy land owners,
Was why we came North.

T

he passing of Elizabeth “Eleanor”
Allen of Fredericton, NB, wife of the
late Gerald “Jay” Allen occurred on
Sunday, October 30, 2016 at the Dr. Everett
Chalmers Regional Hospital. Born on
September 12, 1927 in North Devon, NB,
she was the daughter of the late Arthur
and Greta (Young) Ebbett. Eleanor was an
active member of several committees and
organization in her community.
Eleanor is survived by her grandson,
Andrew Jeffrey; sister, Mary Murch; sisters
in law, Connie and Darlene Ebbett; several
nieces and nephews. Besides her parents
and husband, she was predeceased by her
daughter, Susan (Allen) Jeffrey; brothers,
Stanley and John Ebbett; sister in law, Frances
Allen MacKinnon Reilly Frost; brother in
law, Joe Murch.

This country has promise,
To meet all our needs,
With our Loyalist’s labour,
And land grants in deeds.
As more years soon follow,
All Loyalists will sing,
Our praise and thanksgiving,
And “God Save the King”.
In more generations,
Will our history glean,
Honorable mention,
In two thousand, seventeen.
May our new country welcome,
People ‘cross all the seas,
Like our Loyalist families,
Canada’s first Refugees.

Editor’s Note: Eleanor was a member for many
years of the Fredericton Branch of the UEL,
where she fulfilled various roles including that of
branch secretary.

Lew Trecarten, Ottawa (ltrecarten@rogers.com)
11

LOYALIST DAY
MAY 18, 2017
The United Empire Loyalists Association
of Canada New Brunswick Branch cordially
invites you to help us celebrate the 234th
Anniversary of the Landing of the Loyalists,
May 18, 2017 at 10am in the Atrium of
Market Square.

Local dignitaries will be in attendance, along with the
Delancy Brigade and Saint Mary’s Band. Birthday cake will be served.
For information call Deborah Coleman at (506) 634-7783.

